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Short description:  Add Field for Taxonomy to OM1
Background:

The American Clinical Laboratory Association (ACLA) has brought forward a proposal for an Implementation Guide on a Laboratory Test Compendium Framework.  This proposal is extremely relevant to work being done by veterinary laboratories.  The piece of information that is not included is the taxonomy (species) to which a given observation or test is relevant.  Addition of a repeatable, optional field at the end of OM1 – General Segment would allow the relevance of the indicated test or observation to be limited to one or more species.
Proposal:

1. Add field to end of current OM1 definition (currently this would make it OM1.48).
2. Field to be of type CWE, be optional, repeat an unspecified number of times.
3. Name “Taxonomic Classification Code.”
Detailed Proposal

1.
As of version 2.8, add OM1.48(or later) “Taxonomic Classification Code”.

2.
Assign the field the following properties:

	SEQ
	LEN
	DT
	OPT
	RP/#
	TBL#
	ITEM#
	ELEMENT NAME

	48
	705
	CWE
	O
	Y
	9999
	XXXXX
	Taxonomic Classification Code


 3.
Definition: This field is a list of species or other taxonomic classification(s) to which the indicated observation or test may appropriately be applied.  If this field is omitted the default meaning is that the test or observation is applicable to humans.  In a veterinary context if the test is applicable to any species, an appropriate code such as “Kingdom Animalia (organism)” should be used to avoid confusion with the meaning of human only.
