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Review of RCRIM Abnormality Assessment Terminology proposed for inclusion in the NCI Thesaurus.
· Identified the proposed concepts that are being withdrawn from consideration, including all concepts that serve only to group a subset of coded concepts.

· Requested further consideration be given to pre-coordinating two separate proposed concepts: absent adverse event (grade 0), and a specific version and publication of the CTCAE.  Requests were taken under advisement.  

Outstanding Issues
1.) HL7 Data Types: R1 vs R2

Data Types R1 is currently in use with existing and new messaging specifications.  The concept descriptor (CD) data type contains a qualifier property, which allows for additional codes to be specified to further describe the primary code.  In this way, R1 supports post-coordinating terms.
Data Types R2 will replace R1, but it removes the qualifier property of CD and requires instead that the primary concept and its additional descriptors be specified by means of an expression language defined by the referenced code system.
Because the NCIt is the code system (and the caDSR is not), an expression language is needed for the NCIt, in order to post-coordinate terms.  Further, final confirmation is needed that the NCIt is, in fact, an HL7-recognized code system.
2.) Expression Language
It may be possible to enlist HL7’s help in defining an expression language for the NCIt.  Regardless, the first step would be to understand how the caDSR coordinates concepts from the NCIt into single coded values and consider using the same method in the expression language for the NCIt.  Questions about post-coordination via the caDSR include:
a. Does it have the ability to identify a code as the primary code?

b. What is the standard length and composition of the NCIt CUI (does it always being with “C”, and is it always followed by 5 numeric values, etc.)

c. Does it have the ability to specify the order of the codes 

d. Does it have the ability to specify “and” and “or” with the string of codes

