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1 Justification Detail:

In the underlying standard NTE-3 comment is allowed to repeat infinitely and is defined as an optional field. In the message structure it provides for the NTE segment to repeat infinitely and is optional.
This provides for multiple solutions for the use of NTE’s trailing the OBX segment and is often unique by organization business case in the way that NTEs are used. In some instances one NTE segment will trail with multiple instances of NTE-3 to provide multiple lines regarding the observations or the lab can send each line as a separate NTE with NTE-3 containing only a single line.

In either case, the lab may send at least one instance of NTE-3 as a blank line to provide a separator to highlight information. One such use case is a test where the patient demographics did not identified gender and age, but the observation has both male and female normals by age, NTE(s) would provide the ordering provider all age normal for both Male and Female so that the Ordering Provider would have all the information available to them when meeting with the patient. The lab might separate the two normal tables by gender with a blank NTE-3.

In the instance that a lab sends a NTE for each line, when the NTE with the Blank NTE-3 was found the currently the NIST tool will error. Having the blank line provides a visual queue to the Order Provider that there is something different about the first group of comments versus the second group of comments, providing the Ordering Provider visual clues about the meaning of the additional information that is provided about the Observation, the outcome of the observation or other helpful clinical information to assist the provider about the observation.
This is a simple use case for why the NTE-3 maybe blank, however there are several other situations where the same practice is used to separate key information. This is helpful in providing clear concise information about the observation.

Require that NTE-3 by Required but can be Empty. This potentially has patient safety implications
2 Open Issues

None known.
3 Change Request Impact:

None known.
4 Documentation Changes:  
3.3.15 NTE – Notes and Comments Segment 
The Notes and Comments Segment (NTE) is used to convey additional comments regarding the associated segment. The NTE segment is not intended for automatic processing. The contents of the NTE segment are primarily intended for human use. Automated process should not be based upon the contents of NTE-3 (Comment); rather the content of that field should be displayed to humans.

	TABLE 3-17. NOTES AND COMMENTS SEGMENT (NTE)

	SEQ
	Element Name
	DT


	Usage


	Cardinality


	Value Set


	Description/Comments



	1


	Set ID – NTE


	SI


	R


	[1..1]


	
	For the first repeat of the NTE segment, the sequence number shall be one (1), for the second repeat, the sequence number shall be two (2), etc

	2
	Source of Comment
	
	O


	
	
	

	3


	Comment
	FT


	RE

	[1..*]


	
	Comment contained in the segment.

	4


	Comment Type
	
	O

	
	
	


.
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