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Certification Test Question Guidance and Template

We recommend that all questions are multiple choice with one correct answer and 4-5 choices given.  Discuss with education if you need any other option.

The categories and evidence links in this document correlate to the specification or parts of the specification that is listed in a companion study guide.  If categories are changed or if links for evidence change, the study guide published by HL7 will also need to change. Refer to the Study Guide for summary information about the test including competencies and coverage.   

Include 50-70 test questions and 20-25 practice test questions.  Make sure that the practice test questions has the same % of questions per competency as the actual test.  

Tests can either be fully closed book or you can allow the students to have a diagram or document with the test.  Both the CDA and RIM tests allow this.  Closed book is easier to administer.

The ordering of questions does not matter and will be randomized by HQ.  You should have developed a set of competencies the exam will be testing on and determined a percentage weight for each competency.  This will help guide your question writing.  Some questions are for the actual test (exam), for the practice test (practice) or for the ed to go study app (ed to go).  The ed to go questions are the last ones we need.  

Please limit the number of people who see the test and practice test to the set of people sufficient to complete test development and review so that the test is kept private.  Please provide a list of those who helped in the development and review of the test to the HL7 education director and education WG.

Use this template to specify each question:

	Question #
	Write the question text here.
a. First choice
b. Second choice
c. Third choice
d. Fourth choice
e. Optional Fifth choice

	Correct
	Specify letter of correct answer

	Competency
	Name the competency this question tests.

	Test Type
	Specify “Practice” or “Exam” or “Ed to Go”

	Evidence
	Provide a link or exact specification reference to the specification that the question was derived from.
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