Minutes RCRIM Terminology Call

Date: Thursday March 18, 2010
14 Participants: Laura Allen (Merck), Amy Jacobs (Imco), Mary Lenzen (Octagon), Debbie O’Neil (Merck), Terry Quinn (NCI EVS), Matt Peck (Genzyme), Frank Senk (Astra Zeneca), Chris Tolk (CDISC), Peggy Zorn (Thompson Reuters)
Regrets: Randall Austin (GSK), Bron Kisler (CDISC), Melissa Cook (Independent), Jennifer Fostel (NIH), Erin Muhlbradt (NCI EVS), 
Topic: CDISC/RCRIM terminology development and harmonization

1. Approval of Minutes from February 18 

The minutes will be resent for final approval. Reminder: all final minutes are published on the HL7 wiki. http://wiki.hl7.org/index.php?title=RCRIM_Vocabulary
2. CDISC Intrachange March 23-25 - cross team meetings

CDISC Intrachange is planned for March 23 to 25 to coincide with FDA DIA Computational Science Symposium on March 22 and 23. The Intrachange will be held at the Bethesda North Marriott Hotel with the first meeting on March 23 5:30-7:30 pm. There will not be a specific terminology session at the meeting. Bron and I will try to attend as many sessions as possible to assess terminology needs of the teams. The meeting is open to CDISC team members.
3. Package 5 Terminology Teams

The Package 5 teams are all meeting: lab, micro, General, PK and ADaM. The General Team is working on definitions for paced rhythm and a couple of outstanding other questions. The PK decided to pull the PK terms that were reviewed with Package 4. There are revisiting the level of detail needed in the terms. If the terms do not change, they will be released shortly. If they change, they will be re-vetted before being released.
4. Action Point from March 4 TC: Decision to remove Column

The following was the decision from the March 4 TC:
“The final decision was that we would remove the column, but with the caveat that we would let the community know that it was our intention to do so ahead of time. Everyone on the call agreed that the column should be removed but wanted to make sure that if someone in the wider community had an issue with it, they had a chance to say so. I think it was determined that an e-mail would be appropriate to let CDISC implementers know ahead of time and/or to let people know at the Intrachange. We were going to remove the column in conjunction with the publication cycle at the beginning of April.”
Discussion from March 18:

The desire to remove Column F, "CDISC Preferred Term", in the NCI generated CDISC controlled terminology spreadsheet is driven by several factors:
· The creation of Column F, "CDISC Preferred Term", is currently generated manually.

· It is important to be able to programmatically extract and generate the data for these CDISC codelists. In the investigation of automating this process, it was determined that there exists no properties within the NCI thesaurus that specify the values in column F so it can only be manually created. A manual process is error-prone and time/resource expensive. 
· It is not possible to generate an xml format of the codelists as it is in the spreadsheet from thesaurus data as the values in column F are not in the thesaurus.

· Column F, "CDISC Preferred Term" is known to be confusing to many since its use and application is unclear.

Currently, the CDISC Submission Value is designated within the NCIt as a TermType of Preferred Term (PT) with a source of CDISC. There are multiple instances where one CDISC concept is part of many CDISC codelists. The common and permanent piece of data is the Concept Code. This enables the use of multiple values to represent the same concept. An example is the concept Lymphocyte Count. The LBTEST is Lymphocytes; the LBTESTCD is LYM. They share the same code; C51949. The fact that the --TEST/--TESTCD "pairs" have the same concept code may be the better route for identifying this relationship then via Column F, "CDISC Preferred Term".
5. Update on FDA Vocabulary Projects

No update. 
6. Update on other RCRIM Projects

No update.
7. External Harmonization
No update. 
8. New Term Request Mechanism

The terms that were vetted for Package 4 and the New Term Request Page were released last week. Notification will be send via the CDISC newsletter, CDISC website and through email to the RCRIM listserve and the CDISC terminology team.
9. Update on CDISC Terminology Projects

· SDTM/ADaM: No new update.
· Lab: See above.
· SEND: The SEND terminology team will release an updated set of draft controlled terminology with the release of the new SEND Implementation Guide sometime in Q2 2010. Depending on time ECG terminology may or may not be included. The team is having a F2F meeting in DC the week of April 12. Additional terminology will be reviewed at the F2F meeting, including location and specimen.
· Governance/Implementation Team: No new update

· Glossary: No new update
· Oncology: Terminology will be needed for some variables. Chris will monitor with the team.
· Devices: The device group’s document is in a very early stage. Chris is monitoring to see when terminology is needed. 
10. Other Development Activities

This discussion was deferred to the team meeting next week. 
11. AOB
None.
Next TC: 

· Thursday, April 1, 2010

Drafted: C. Tolk/March 18, 2010
Approved: C. Tolk/April 22, 2010
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