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1 Justification Detail:

Have an additional status added to the Abnormal Flag table (0078) called Hold for Medical (HM) Review and should be held by the EHR system and not posted to the patient’s permanent record until authorized by the Ordering Provider or other Medical Review Officer.  There are results for tests that have been ordered that are neither high or low or abnormal, however need further evaluation by the Ordering Provider before being applied to the permanent patient medical record.
Examples:

OBX|7|TX|^^^90000712^STATEMENT OF ADEQUACY:^||SEE NOTE||||||F|||20090911121200|IA
NTE|1|L|Specimen processed and examined, but
NTE|2|L|unsatisfactory for evaluation due to
NTE|3|L|an insufficient number of squamous
NTE|4|L|cells.
OBX|8|TX|^^^90001256^INTERPRETATION/RESULT:^||SEE NOTE||||||F|||20090911121200|IA
NTE|1|L|Unable to provide interpretation due to
NTE|2|L|unsatisfactory specimen adequacy.

The description for N is Normal (applies to non-numeric results)  Request that “Applies to non-numeric results” be removed.  This should apply to both numeric and non-numeric results.
2 Open Issues:

NA

3 Change Request Impact:

Chapter 7/Appendix A – Observation Reporting/Data Table Definitions 
Section 7.4.2 – Abnormal Flag (00576)
Add to table 0078 (Abnormal Flag)
4 Documentation Changes:  

7.4.2.8 OBX-8   Abnormal Flags XE "Abnormal flags"    (IS)   00576

Definition:  This field contains a table lookup indicating the normalcy status of the result.  We strongly recommend sending this value when applicable. (See ASTM 1238 ‑ review for more details).  Refer to User-defined Table 0078 - Abnormal flags for valid entries. 

When the laboratory can discern the normal status of a textual report, such as chest X-ray reports or microbiologic culture, these should be reported as N when normal and A when abnormal.  Multiple codes, e.g., abnormal and worse, would be separated by a repeat delimiter, e.g., A~W. 

User-defined Table 0078 - Abnormal flags XE "User-defined Table 0078 - Abnormal flags" 
	Value
	Description
	Comment

	L
	Below low normal
	

	H
	Above high normal
	

	LL
	Below lower panic limits
	

	HH
	Above upper panic limits
	

	<
	Below absolute low-off instrument scale
	

	>
	Above absolute high-off instrument scale
	

	N
	Normal (applies to non-numeric results)
	

	A
	Abnormal (applies to non-numeric results)
	

	AA
	Very abnormal (applies to non-numeric units, analogous to panic limits for numeric units)
	

	null
	No range defined, or normal ranges don't apply
	

	U
	Significant change up
	

	D
	Significant change down
	

	B
	Better--use when direction not relevant
	

	W
	Worse--use when direction not relevant
	

	S
	Susceptible. Indicates for microbiology susceptibilities only.
	

	R
	Resistant. Indicates for microbiology susceptibilities only.
	

	I
	Intermediate. Indicates for microbiology susceptibilities only.
	

	MS
	Moderately susceptible. Indicates for microbiology susceptibilities only.
	

	VS
	Very susceptible. Indicates for microbiology susceptibilities only.
	

	HM
	Ordering Provider Review or other medical review required – hold record do not post to patient record until review completed.
	


Results may also be reported in shorthand by reporting the normalcy status without specifying the exact numeric value of the result. Such shorthand is quite common in clinical notes, where physicians will simply say that the glucose result was normal.  Such shorthand reporting is also seen in drug experience reporting. In such cases, the result can be reported in the OBX by reporting the normalcy code in OBX-8-abnormal flags without specifying any value in OBX-5-observation value.
Hold for Medical (HM) review will be used for those results that may not be abnormal, however, needs to have further review by the ordering provider or other Medical Review Officer to determine if the results provide value to the patient record.

Example:

OBX|7|TX|^^^90000712^STATEMENT OF ADEQUACY:^||SEE NOTE||||||F|||20090911121200|IA
NTE|1|L|Specimen processed and examined, but
NTE|2|L|unsatisfactory for evaluation due to
NTE|3|L|an insufficient number of squamous
NTE|4|L|cells.
OBX|8|TX|^^^90001256^INTERPRETATION/RESULT:^||SEE NOTE||||||F|||20090911121200|IA
NTE|1|L|Unable to provide interpretation due to
NTE|2|L|unsatisfactory specimen adequacy.

