Arden Syntax Work Group
Call Minutes
2 April 2018
Author:  Robert Jenders


Attendance:  Robert Harrison (University of Colorado; robert.harrison@uchealth.org), Robert Jenders (presiding; Charles Drew University/UCLA; jenders@ucla.edu).


1. Status of WG Projects Reviewed
a. Arden IG R3: PSS previously approved by WG (ArdenSyntax-IG-R3-PSS-2018-01-29.docx) The approved PSS still has not been forwarded to the SSD SD for approval; need to review the status of this among the cochairs before proceeding.
b. Arden v3:  PSS under revision in light of discussions with the TSC and FMG (see below).
c. CDS Big Picture IG:  Because of a staff administrative oversight, this document approved by the collaborating WGs had not been forwarded to the TSC for final approval.  Immediately after the last WG conference call on 2018-03-05, word was received that the TSC had approved the latest version of the PSS, revised just to extend the project timeline, now set for an informative ballot in September, 2018 and to conclude by 2018-12-01.
d. Arden Syntax Specialist Certification Program:  Test element writing still in progress.  After multiple notifications, the PMO finally updated on 2018-03-07 the Project Insight record to reflect the WG-approved extended deadline for this project to conclude in September, 2018 (http://www.hl7.org/special/Committees/arden/projects.cfm?action=edit&ProjectNumber=1233).
e. Arden Syntax IG R2:  Previously approved by ballot, still need to submit the publication request to HL7.

2. Arden v3 PSS
a. Approval of the revised PSS—previously approved by HL7 but revised by the WG simply to extend the deadline for completion--previously was held up by the TSC because of concerns regarding the expressed dependency on a non-normative FHIR standard (as the basis for the newly-standard Arden data model) in what was being proposed as a normative standard and regarding overlap in knowledge representation between the nascent CQL and the established Arden Syntax.  The TSC recommended that we discuss these issues with the FMG and secure their approval before resubmitting the PSS to the TSC.
b. Peter Haug met with the FMG on 2017-12-20 (2017-12-20 FMG Call Minutes.docx).  The FMG conditionally approved the PSS with the extended timeline provided that the PSS be revised further to include work on a statement to be included in the Arden standard describing its relationship to other CDS standards (work already planned for the CDS Big Picture IG); to declare the new version as STU instead of normative to reflect the fact that FHIR, which the revised PSS declares will be the basis for the standard data model in Arden, is not yet a normative standard, extending the timeline further to accommodate the trial use period; and to add CDS as a cosponsor in order to facilitate future harmonization of CDS knowledge representation artifacts.
c. Jenders:  The minutes of the FMG meeting suggest that the discussion entertained not only that Arden would point to and use FHIR but also that Arden would be representable in FHIR much as CQL is being incorporated (e.g., PlanDefinition).  This wasn’t the goal of the WG in bringing FHIR into Arden v3; Arden would point to FHIR to create a standard data model within Arden, but the WG hadn’t considered that FHIR would be used to represent Arden Syntax MLMs.  Moreover, any conflict or overlap between CDS KR standards is being created by nascent formalisms, not by Arden which already has been implemented by several vendors with experience in its use extending for decades.
d. Peter Haug revised the PSS to incorporate these elements in the conditional approval, and the WG reviewed this revised PSS at today’s meeting (Arden Syntax v3.0 PSS-2018-3-28.docx).  The consensus was to table the discussion until the next meeting because Professor Haug was unable to attend the call.   

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting:  30 April 2018 1200-1300 HL7 time.


