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1. Select the specific data element of interest within the edit specification from the birth and/or death certificate.

Example: Birth item 2: Time of Birth (24 hr). 

2. Read the details of the edit specification to identify potential areas that may necessitate functional requirements within an EHR that includes VR functionality.

Example: Birth item 2: Time of Birth (24 hr). 

· Time of birth must be captured as part of the demographic information.

· Time of birth must be captured in a 24 hour format.

· Is there an EHR-S FM function that describes a need for standardized dates/times?

· Does the federal or state government name a specific date/time standard? (If so, then we should insert the name of that standard in the Conformance Criteria that talks about the use of specific standards.

· Is there a need for an interchange agreement regarding this type of data? For example, a Canadian citizen dies in Vermont – how is the date/time reported to Canada (in 12-hour or 24 hour format)? Can we name the interchange agreement? Or is there a pool of interchange agreements that we can point to that all states agree on?

3. Identify key words to use for your search (within the EHR-S Functional Model) that relate to the specific data element and edit specification details.


Example: Birth item 2: Time of Birth (24 hr). Key words: time, age, hour, clock, interchange, format, structured text, unstructured text.

4. Search each of the three chapters (Direct Care, Supportive and Information Infrastructure) from the EHR-S Functional Model using the key words identified in Step 3 to identify potential functions that are applicable to the specific data element.

Example: Birth item 2: Time of Birth (24 hr). 

· Located DC 1.1.2 – Manage Patient Demographic

Description: Contact information including addresses and phone numbers, as well as key demographic information such as date of birth, time of birth, gestation, gender, and other information is stored and maintained for unique patient identification, reporting purposes and for the provision of care.

5. Determine if the function is appropriate as currently described in the EHR-S Functional Model or if modifications are needed (to the Statement/Description and/or Conformance Criteria).

6. Consider “Source of Information” as identified in the edit specification for the data element and determine if the source will impact the functional requirement.

7. Propose language to modify the selected function for the Statement/Description and/or Conformance Criteria).

8. Draft proposed language to propose a NEW functional requirement(s) if no function has been identified in the EHR-S Functional Model that relates to the edit specifications for the specific data element. Include a proposed Statement/Description and/or Conformance Criteria.
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